
 As parishioners Kristi and Steve Reyes look ahead to celebrating their 40th wedding anniversary next
spring, they will never forget their fortuitous meeting along Highway 11 just south of the Canadian
border near International Falls (both are from that area). 
On a sunny afternoon in May, 1982, Steve had gone with some friends to nearby Rainy Lake. He
decided he wanted to go back to town early and began walking. After realizing the trek was a little
longer than he realized Steve began hitchhiking. Kristi was headed towards the lake when she spotted
what she called the “handsome hitchhiker.” She thought he was worth a second look and
immediately made a U-turn in the middle of the highway. Steve recalls “she spun her parents’ Monte
Carlo around on two wheels, screeching to a halt in front of me.”
Kristi says that’s the only time she ever picked up a hitchhiker when driving alone. “A year later we
were married, and began our journey together, moving around the country and attending parishes
wherever Steve’s career took us.”
They kept coming back to the Twin Cities, eventually winding up at Corpus Christi where they first
encountered Fr. Paveglio. When he became the full-time pastor at Saint Rose the Reyes’ joined the
parish. That followed a meeting with Brian Hindt, Pastoral Associate, who explained all the
volunteer opportunities at Saint Rose. Steve became a part of the Men’s Bible Study group and Kristi
started monitoring the emergency call line. Both signed up to volunteer for the Prepare and Enrich
(the parish marriage preparation program), and Hospitality ministries. 

Other things to know about Kristi and Steve: 
• Kristi grew up in Littlefork, MN, attended St.
Columban parish and graduated from Littlefork-
Big Falls High School. She received a B.A. from St.
Cloud State University and an M.A. in Education
from St. Mary University in Winona. Kristi taught
special education, primarily at Cooper High
School and Champlin Park High School. She is
retired.
• Steve is from International Falls where his family
was a member of St. Thomas Aquinas parish. 
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“Being involved in the parish has
blessed us by the people we have
met, who we call friends and
difference-makers in the parish,”
says Kristi. “Their love of God and
the parish is contagious.”
Kristi believes parishioners have an
obligation to spread the word
about volunteer opportunities and
encourage others to participate.
“When you personally invite
someone I think it has a whole new
meaning,” she says. “In most cases
you can be as visible as you want or
stay behind the scenes and still
make a huge impact.” 

 After graduating from International Falls High School he attended
Bemidji State University (B.A.) and Washington University in St. Louis
(MBA). Steve worked in the steel distribution industry for 40 years in
sales and executive management, and is semi-retired.
• Stepheny, the Reyes’ daughter, is a graduate of the College of St.
Benedict and lives in the Twin Cities. She and Rogelio welcomed Sophia
Jayne on May 31, the Reyes’ first grandchild. 
• Steve’s hobbies include walleye fishing and golf. Kristi enjoys running
and all types of fitness activities, and reading.
• Both have been long-time volunteers for MN Adult and Teen
Challenge, a faith-based, short- and long-term treatment center.


