
As K-12 students in the Roseville School District all Katie and Robert Skarda knew was public
education. So naturally they thought that was the place for their children. But, it turned out, not
for that long. Daughter Stella left after grade 4; son Reagan after grade 1. Today Stella is a member
of the 2022 graduating class (eight girls, six boys) at Saint Rose School.

“Public schools were all we knew,” says Katie. “Once we discovered how much they weren’t
learning at their elementary school—and falling behind—we looked for something better. We
wanted more for our kids, both academically and an increased emphasis on faith and family. When
we toured Saint Rose School we discovered what they were missing, and in our minds, it was a lot.”

Stella says the change of schools was somewhat difficult because she would be leaving a lot of
friends behind. “However, with smaller class sizes at Saint Rose I made new friends quickly,” she
says. “Fewer students meant I had a better chance to talk with and get to know other students.”
 Among other things, Stella’s parents really appreciate is how the teachers keep parents well
informed. “I ’ve sent a teacher an email in the evening expecting to get a response the next day,” says
Katie. “I typically hear back that night. They are just so caring, so concerned about their students
well-being all the time.”

Since their three children have been going to the parish school for the past five years, the Skarda’s
noticed some significant changes: the steady influence on their family’s faith; increased enrollment
which means, says Katie, more families are experiencing the joyfulness of the school. 

Other things to know about the Skarda family:
• Katie grew up in Maplewood and was a
member of the St. Bernards and St. Jerome
parishes. After high school she attended
Century College, earning a degree in nursing.
Katie worked in a clinic for 13 years before
joining the Roseville School District as a health
assistant. She enjoys spending time with family 
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and friends, being outside in the summer and taking walks.
• Robert was raised in Lauderdale, attended St. Stanislaus parish. He graduated
from the National Electronics Institute with a degree in computer science. He
works in the banking industry as a middlewear specialist that supports Java and
cloud applications. His interests include computers, sports and photography.
• A standout volleyball player (libero), Stella is going to Cretin-Derham Hall in the
fall. Like so many other Saint Rose School graduates she will be in advanced
placement classes. She likes trying new foods, music, sports, animals, learning
Spanish and German and art. 
• Reagan, going into grade 6 at Saint Rose School, plays video games, likes football
and basketball, movies and being with his friends. Daughter Claire is fond of
animals, especially dogs, spending time with her friends and swimming. She will be
in grade 4 at Saint Rose School this fall.

For Stella it has indeed been a
good experience. She really liked
the winter trip to Wolf Ridge
Environmental Learning Center
in northern Minnesota, and is
eager for the upcoming school trip
to Washington D.C. She enjoyed
the service projects that students
do for the community, including
giving Christmas presents to
needy families and their most
recent endeavor: making dog toys
for animal shelters. At Saint Rose
School no service project is too big
or too small. 


