
The message form Archbishop Bernard  Hebda was abundantly clear to David  Vessel, a Saint Rose
representative at the recent Archdiocesan Synod: This was the start, not the end, of moving the
Church forward and the people at the Synod had a special responsibility to be involved in                
 implementation in their own parish. 
 
“I saw the opportunity to serve on the Saint Rose Parish Council as one part of fulfilling that
responsibility,” says David.
 
In the short-term, as a member of the parish council, he wants to help make the church a more
welcoming and   vibrant place to come to know and grow in relationship with Jesus. Long-term he
would like to see the parish community be able to successfully implement the Archbishop’s vision.
“I am eager to see his direction coming out of the Synod and how that will be implemented at Saint
Rose,” says  David. “I am also interested in the continued evangelization within our own parish
community. Growing and deepening our relationship with God through the power of the Holy
Spirit.”
 
Looking ahead, David realizes there are challenges for “Saint Rose and all Christian churches to
effectively be salt and light to the world,” he says. ”How we address those challenges will require the
parish community to spread the message of Jesus to a growing unchurched and hurting world.”
 
In spite of the obstacles ahead, David points out that Saint Rose currently has some very positive
advantages: Fr. Paveglio is a dynamic priest; an excellent staff and capable leaders; and, most
importantly, access to the Holy Spirit in the traditions of the Catholic Church and Her
sacraments.” 
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Other things to know about David:
· He grew up the oldest of four children in a strong Catholic family in a small town along
the Mississippi River in southeastern Minnesota. David graduated from Winona Cotter
High School, Macalester College (BA) and the University of Georgia (MA).
· He has worked for more than 20 years in the public sector as a transportation planner
primarily focused on long-range planning and regional transportation analysis. David is a
researcher who loves innovation and technology. “My job has required active listening and
collaboration to solve complex problems. In my personal life I’ve had to navigate
integrating social justice, faith and family. With each of these experiences, I’ve learned to
approach leadership with humility and courage.”
· David and his wife Margene have lived in the area for about 23 years. They have three
children: Nicole (19), Ben (17) and Eva (12). David and Margene conduct an eight-week
online marriage support course. During the last two years at Saint Rose 13 couples have
completed the course.


