
Marie Nordby. Her name will be familiar to many of you in our parish. For 13 years, in the 80’s and
90’s, she was the smiling face and friendly voice that greeted visitors and callers.

Marie was hired by former pastor Fr. Pat Ryan when he came to the parish in 1981. She initially
worked in the parish-owned house on the corner of Eldridge and Dellwood. When the nuns
vacated their quarters in what is now called the Parish Center, the ministerial and administrative
staff relocated to the current office space in 1985.

Today at age 97 Marie has been a parishioner for 70 years. She has great memories of life in the
parish from the time she and husband Newton joined in 1952, five years after they were married.
Initially Marie was a regular volunteer at Saint Rose School where all eight of their children
attended. “We had a child in the school for 25 consecutive years,” she says. “It was a wonderful
environment where they received a faith-filled education.”

Once her children were older Marie turned her attention to parish volunteering. She was an original
member of the Altar and Rosary Society, including being president of the group. Marie worked
funeral luncheons, was a long-time member of the funeral schola and participated in the musical
productions.

Much of her parish volunteering was for the elderly. “Saint Rose has a long history of helping the
older members of the parish,” says Marie. “Now I am one of them.”
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Other things to know about Marie:
• She grew up in St. Paul’s Frogtown area, attended St. Adalbert’s church and school.
Marie graduated from Mechanic Arts High School and went right to work. Her first
job was for an attorney and accountant in downtown St. Paul. She stayed there five
years, leaving when she became pregnant. Every time Marie went back into the work
force, she had to leave to have a baby. “I always worked in between babies,” she says. 
• Newton, who came from a family of 13 children, lived in the same Frogtown
neighborhood. They corresponded regularly when he was in the service. Afraid that
her daughter would be an “old maid,” Marie’s mother later convinced Newton that he
should join the Catholic Church. Marriage followed in 1947. They were married for 33
years when he died in 1980. For much of his work career Newton was a self-employed
entrepreneur who, among others things, introduced the game of Bingo to many
churches and other organizations around the Twin Cities.  
• All eight of Marie’s children live nearby, and she sees them regularly. Marie lives with
daughter Gina, who is also a member of the parish.
• When she was younger Marie was an active baker and cake decorator, bowler and
dancer (her parents came from Poland and were involved in several local Polish
groups).


