
Fifty-two years ago, the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, in response to the directives of
Pope John XXIII, began to investigate establishing a mission in Latin America. Diocesan priests
were dispatched to help build several parishes in Venezuela. Since 1998 the Archdiocese has been
solely focused on service to the many barrios of San Felix from the parish of Jesucristo Resucitado.
Former pastor Fr. Pat Ryan served at the mission twice after leaving Saint Rose—1994-1998 and
1999-2002. He played a central role in designing and building the current parish church in San Felix.
 
Saint Rose has generously supported the Venezuelan mission for decades, starting with the
involvement of the Altar and Rosary Society and later the CCW. Today an  annual auction
fundraiser is led by Ruth McCusker, a parishioner since 1966, and a group of dedicated volunteers.
 
Your Help is Needed
To have another successful event this year you can help by: 
· Contributing items to be bid on. Each year about 50 people donate homemade items, such as
afghans, wreaths and paintings. “No item is too small,” says Ruth. “We often combine smaller gifts
in a single basket.” Others purchase new gifts such as bottles of wine (very popular), religious
materials, Christmas items and gift cards (generally $25 and $50). “Whatever you would want to win
is a good criteria for a donation,” says Ruth. You can bring your donations to Saint Rose the night
of the event or drop them off at the Parish Center beforehand. For more information you can
contact Ruth at: 651.633.8330.

· Attending the event. It will be held starting at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, November 7 in the lower
level of the Parish Center. Admission is free. A light meal will be served. It’s a good time to socialize
with other parishioners and their families.

Here is how it works: All the items are displayed on tables, with an ice cream bucket in front of each
item. Five tickets sell for $1. A hundred for $20 is a popular choice. You write your name on each
ticket — many people bring a sheet or two of address labels to apply to the tickets. You can put as 
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many of your tickets as you want in the bucket in front of the items you want to bid on. The more
tickets you drop in the bucket the better chance you have of winning. Near the end of the evening a
ticket will be randomly picked from each bucket and that person is the winner.
 
The Need is Great
Please consider donating a prize and attending the event—the need for the people of San Felix is
great.
 
“The current state of the Venezuelan mission is one beset by many challenges,” says Deacon Mickey
Friesen, director of the Archdiocese’s Center for Mission. “The political  situation is very unstable.
It is difficult for people to find the necessities of life. Our mission provides sacramental ministry
and spiritual, pastoral and material support to people in the community.”
 
Today the Venezuelan parish has a beautiful church, parish center and barrio chapel centers where
Mass, sacraments, religious education and social ministries take place regularly. The parish operates
a daily soup kitchen that  prepares hundreds of meals for mostly children and elderly. Other services
include a home for abandoned and homeless children; health services; vocational training
opportunities and many more. 
 
The parish is truly an anchor in the lives of the people who trust in God’s providence as they go
forth to proclaim and serve the Gospel in Venezuela.
 
“Donations, including from fundraisers such as the one at Saint Rose, are collected by the
Archdiocese which oversees the mission,” says Deacon Mickey. “We continue to support the
livelihood of our mission priest and coordinate local support for various social projects happening
in the mission.”


