
As a volunteer funeral usher for nine years at Saint Rose, Ed Erickson says he really feels blessed to
serve the families at a very difficult time. “I am honored to be part of saying goodbye to their loved
ones.” 

His conscientious work at funerals has not gone unnoticed by parish staff, families and visitors
alike. And certainly not by the owners of the Roseville Memorial Chapel. Seven years ago they
offered him a part-time job on their funeral staff. 

That position has taken Ed to churches throughout the Twin Cities, mostly Catholic but other
religions as well. In addition to the 600 funerals Ed has done at Saint Rose—“I really enjoy working
with Fr. Paveglio and Brian Hindt”— he has assisted at an additional 800 at other locations. 

“Ed has served at almost every funeral we have had at Saint Rose since I started over three years
ago,” says Brian, Pastoral Associate. “He gets here early to greet and assist the families with their set-
up needs and is one of the last to leave. His dedication to the Saint Rose funeral ministry and each
grieving family we serve is extremely commendable. Personally, I can’t thank Ed enough for his
service, love and care that he shares with each family.

“Ed’s strong desire to ensure each family has the best experience possible is incredible,” Brian
continues. “This isn’t a ministry or volunteer opportunity for him. I sense it is a special calling from
God that he has put his entire heart into fulfilling to the best of his ability.”

Being involved in funerals has made Ed think a lot about his own life. “It made me realize that even
if I am having a bad day or bad week, the families are going through way more than I am going
through,” he says.

Ed has also been a regular usher at Saint Rose Masses for 36 years, always ready to take on more
responsibilities. “Volunteering at the parish means a lot to me,” he says. “I am truly blessed to be a
part of Saint Rose, a place where I have made many new friends.” 
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Other things to know about Ed:
• He was born and raised in Roseville. His parents Joanie and Jerry were long-time
members of the parish music ministry. 
• Ed graduated from Saint Rose School and Alexander Ramsey High School. He went
to a vo tech for three years and then entered the accounting profession.  
• Ed is on the staff of Power Play, the after school program for Saint Rose School
students. He helps the kids with their homework assignments. “Going from funerals to
working with kids is refreshing,” says Ed. “Totally different experiences.”
• In his spare time Ed enjoys bowling and playing cards.


